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Improving security to such

S‘;L”be threats is the responsibility of
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Letters: Research & Technology

- To the ediitor Initiative (CRTI).

- About your event  CRTI is agovernment agency
- Site Feedback jointly developed by the

Advertising Department of National
Contact Us Defence and Health Canada.

According to the project summary on the CRTI's website, the CRTI "will implement
an operational radiological security system at the Ottawa | nternational Airport

ikt BL - =1 which will provide amodel transferable for the protection of other airportsin the
OTTAWA national aviation system.”
Ottawa city site The summary says that over the course of the next year, radiation sensors devel oped
Globa TV to target dirty bombs will be selected and deployed in the halls of the airport, as well
Event Listings asin moving vehicles that regularly patrol the airport's grounds.
Sports Events The sensors will monitor radiation levelsin the air and detect if any airline
Senators passengers are either carrying radioactive materials or have recently been in contact
Renegades with such substances.
I_n/e.—l\/Iusc Similar dirty-bomb detection systems use global-positioning equipment, cellular
Movies communications and mapping technology to instantly locate a threat and report the
Restaurants location to a central monitoring area. From there, the proper authorities can be
Bars dispatched.
Accommodations

Some time in 2006, the CRTI will take the information it has learned from the

Contest__s Ottawa pilot project and begin to install the technology in other airports and cargo
Local Links shipping docks across Canada.

Gl Tl 1 No one from the Department of National Defence was available to comment on why
7:.00 PM Ottawa was chosen for the new initiative last night.
_Ez’;]?gﬁ\![nment But Mr. Thompson said the government chose Ottawa because of the number of
7:30 PM high priority targets, such as the American Embassy, in the area.
.](')ey "The Americans are especially worried about dirty bombs and we are catching the
8:00 PM edge of that," he said. "Especially since al-Qaedawas talking last spring about what

_ they are calling their '‘Cave of Darkness operation. They implied that they had been
Survivor: Vanuatu,  working on adirty bomb for some time.”

Idands of Fire

9:00 PM In January 2003, the British Broadcasting Corporation reported that Osama bin
' . Laden's terrorist network had successfully completed the construction of adirty

The Apprentice bomb and warned that such explosive devices may be used in an attack.

10:00 PM _ _ - . . .

Without a Trace Dirty bombs are made by using traditional explosives to spread radioactive

materials. The bombs can be as small as a suitcase or backpack or aslargeasa
shipping container, depending on the amount of explosives and radioactive material
used to construct the device.

OTTAWA TEAMS ' 5 gde from theinitial explosion, peoplein the vicinity of adetonated dirty bomb

can succumb to radiation poison, or be affected by cancer and other diseases caused

= by the radioactive substancesin the bomb. Also, if such abomb were to explode, it
could leave a section of a city unhabitable for many years.

~
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Renegadesnews  According to John Ash, manager of Ottawa's emergency measures unit, no one from
the federal government has notified him of the new project at the Ottawa Airport.

However, Mr. Ash said the city has spent more than 18 months drafting a new
emergency preparedness blueprint for the nation's capital. One of the situations the
city has planned for is disasters such as dirty-bomb attacks.

"We have processes in place to manage such situations,” said Mr. Ash. "Terrorist
threats have been identified. We would respond with our partners from the
provincia and federal government.”

The airport initiative is the latest such project the federal government has
undertaken to bolster security here.

In October, Transport Canada and the Canadian Air Transport Security Authority
introduced high-tech document scanners capable of detecting small amounts of
radiation on a person's passport, boarding pass, or any piece of paper they may have
on them. The scanners were introduced to catch terrorists who may have beenin
contact with explosive substances.

Last January, CRTI announced it would equip 40 RCMP patrol cars with dirty
bomb detectors. The equipment is similar to what is being installed at the Ottawa
Airport and is designed to monitor background radiation and report abnormal levels
to a central location.
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